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GENERAL LEASE – OTHER  
 
APPLICANT: 

Reservation Ranch dba Ship Ashore, a General Partnership 
 

AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 
Sovereign land in the Smith River, adjacent to Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 102-
170-03, 102-170-05, and 102-010-35, near Crescent City, Del Norte County. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Continued use and maintenance of existing pilings and remnant pilings, deck, 
boat ramp, breakwater, fill area, concrete abutment, and riprap. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

Five years, beginning June 29, 2015. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

$125 per year; prepayment of $625 to cover the annual rent for the full term of 
the lease. 
 

SPECIFIC LEASE PROVISIONS: 
Liability insurance in an amount no less than $3,000,000 per occurrence. 
 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
1. Applicant owns the uplands adjoining the lease premises. 

 
2. On April 28, 1977, the Commission authorized a 15-year General Lease – 

Commercial Use, to Henry Westbrook III and Robert L. Westbrook, for 
dredging a proposed marina, construction of a breakwater, and two docks.  
That lease expired on September 30, 1991.  The marina portion was 
never constructed and the existing facilities consist of pilings and remnant 
pilings, a deck, boat ramp, breakwater, fill area, concrete abutment, and 
riprap.  The existing facilities have been in trespass since the expiration of 
the lease.  Lessee failed to pay any rental from 1988 forward.   

 
3. Since the expiration of the lease, Commission staff made numerous 

unsuccessful attempts to contact the Applicant (Westbrooks) to negotiate 
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a lease.  An incomplete application was submitted on August 21, 2012.  
On June 21, 2013, after numerous additional attempts to collect the 
required information and application fees, the Commission considered and 
approved a denial of the incomplete application for a General Lease-
Commercial Use and authorized litigation for trespass and ejectment.  
 

4. After the Commission’s action, staff continued to work with the 
Westbrooks to negotiate a lease.  The uses anticipated by the prior lease 
were never realized nor was the lease area occupied beyond the existing 
facilities.  Those facilities currently located on the lease premises are not 
usable, do not impede general navigation, and income is not generated for 
the use of these facilities.  Staff has negotiated and is recommending a 
General Lease - Other, for a term of five years; with an annual rent 
amount of $125, to be prepaid to cover the full term of the lease; and 
liability insurance in an amount of no less than $3,000,000 per occurrence.  
Staff recommends that all previously invoiced rentals and any applicable 
penalties and interest be waived in favor of bringing existing facilities 
under lease and securing liability insurance from the lessee.       

 
5. The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
as a categorically exempt project.  The project is exempt under Class 1, 
Existing Facilities; California Code of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, 
subdivision (a)(2). 

 
Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15300 and California Code of Regulations, 
Title 2, section 2905. 

 
6. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  
Based upon the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating 
such lands and through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s 
opinion that the project, as proposed, is consistent with its use 
classification. 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 
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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a 
categorically exempt project, Class 1, Existing Facilities; California Code 
of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, subdivision (a)(2). 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 

Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

1. Waive all past due rentals, applicable penalties and interest and trespass 
damages.  
 

2. Authorize issuance of a General Lease – Other to Reservation Ranch dba 
Ship Ashore, a General Partnership, beginning June 29, 2015, for a term 
of five years, for the continued use and maintenance of existing pilings 
and remnant pilings, deck, boat ramp, breakwater, fill area, concrete 
abutment, and riprap as described in Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B (for 
reference purposes only) attached and by this reference made a part 
hereof; annual rent in the amount of $125 and prepayment of $625 to 
cover the annual rent for the full term of the lease; and liability insurance in 
the amount of  $3,000,000 per occurrence.  
 

 






